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the Green Beret stands alongside America’s
finest special operations forces to serve our
country and the American people and to pro-
tect their way of life.

Jimmy Moriarty was one of those
men.

Moriarty was loved by his two sis-
ters, who incessantly saw to it that
their younger brother would be a well-
rounded man. It is without a doubt
that this distinguished soldier will be
missed by his family, his friends, and
his community.

We grieve the loss of this American
warrior, but we celebrate and honor his
life and his service. We are fortunate to
have Green Berets like Moriarty stand-
ing in support of our country. We are
fortunate that a man like Jimmy
served this Nation as a volunteer. He
stood for the best of those American
ideals and values that the Special
Forces represent. He was a son of free-
dom and a son of liberty and a son of
Texas. He epitomized everything that
is good and right about America.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to
him and his family and friends and to
the other two Green Berets who were
killed in Jordan.

On December 5, 2016, taps was played
for the last time as Staff Sergeant
James Moriarty was buried in the deaf-
ening silence of Arlington National
Cemetery—next to thousands of other
Americans who gave their lives for this
great Nation. Jimmy Moriarty was a
rare breed. He was the American breed.

During World War II, General George
Patton said:

While we mourn the loss of such men, we
should thank God that such men ever lived.

And that is just the way it is.

——
NEW LIFE REFUGE MINISTRIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FARENTHOLD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker,
January is Human Trafficking Aware-
ness Month, and I would like to high-
light a great organization that is fight-
ing to end this modern day slavery.

The New Life Refuge Ministries is
working to bring an end to the domes-
tic sex trafficking of children. In 2015,
in my hometown of Corpus Christi,
Texas, we had 29 cases of child sex traf-
ficking. The youngest victim was only
8 years old.

Founder and executive director
Minta Moore has been working since
2010 to build a home for survivors so
that they will have a safe place to heal
and a safe place from which to transi-
tion back to a healthy lifestyle. This
all-volunteer organization has cleared
land, has laid a road, has poured a
foundation, and is now in the construc-
tion phase of opening its first cottage.
It is its hope to open its doors this
May.

I applaud this organization and oth-
ers like it that fight to eradicate
human trafficking and that work to
protect innocent children who have
been victimized.
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SCHOOL CHOICE
Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, as
the father of two daughters, I under-
stand the importance of giving a high-
quality education to our children. That
is why I am here today to bring aware-
ness to National School Choice Week.

School choice is a straightforward
concept in that parents should have
the choice about where to send their
children to school and about picking
the best educational environment for
their children. This includes many op-
tions: traditional public schools, char-
ter schools, magnet schools, private
schools, homeschooling, and more. By
choosing the appropriate educational
options for their children, parents en-
able them to succeed.

Nationwide, approximately 2.6 mil-
lion students are currently enrolled in
more than 3,200 public magnet schools;
more than 3 million are enrolled in
charter schools; and 2.3 million are
homeschooled. According to the Na-
tional School Choice Week’s orga-
nizers, 70 percent of Americans support
school choice, and those numbers are
even higher among growing demo-
graphic groups.

Some would say that school choice
hurts public schools. I beg to differ.
Studies have shown that student out-
come in public schools actually im-
proves with the more choices there are.
I believe in competition in education
and in giving control back to parents,
teachers, and locally elected officials
so that these groups can pursue initia-
tives that best help our children.

CONGRATULATING PRESIDENT TRUMP

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, 1
congratulate President Donald Trump
on his inauguration last week. I look
forward to working with him to accom-
plish many of our shared goals.

One of the first goals we must accom-
plish is the repeal and replacement of
ObamaCare, which has been hurting
people nationwide with its increasingly
high premiums and deductibles. I am
confident we will have a better system
in place that will provide great health
care to all Americans.

I also look forward to working with
the President to improve our Nation’s
infrastructure, including ports like the
Port of Corpus Christi and the Port of
Victoria. By widening and deepening
our Nation’s ports and waterways, we
will allow the United States not only
to remain competitive, but to increase
our exports to other nations, which
will create jobs and make America
great again.

Another goal President Trump and I
share is increasing border security and
stemming the surge of illegal immi-
grants through our Southern border.
As a Texan, every day I see the disas-
trous impact that illegal drugs, human
trafficking, and other illicit activities
have on our children, border commu-
nities, and the Nation as a whole. To-
gether, we can work to secure our bor-
ders and make America safer.

Finally, regulatory review and tax
reform will put people in good-paying
jobs.
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The next few weeks are going to be
busy for those of us here in Wash-
ington, D.C., but that is why people
like me decided to come here—to make
a difference, to help people, and to re-
store American exceptionalism.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 40
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Thank You, God, for giving us an-
other day.

As the difficult work of governing
now resumes, bless the Members of this
assembly with wisdom, patience, and
goodwill as they tackle the ongoing
issues challenging our Nation.

We thank You again for the inspira-
tion of our Nation’s Founders and the
legacy they left us with. May the Mem-
bers of this assembly, and all Ameri-
cans, be worthy of that legacy.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. LAWSON) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. LAWSON of Florida led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following resignation from the
House of Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 24, 2017.
Re Resignation from the United States Con-
gress.
House Speaker PAUL RYAN,
U.S. Capitol,
Washington DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: I write to inform you

officially that, effective January 24, 2017,
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ahead of being sworn in as California’s At-
torney General, I will resign from my office
as the Representative of the 34th Congres-
sional District of California in the TU.S.
House of Representatives.

It has been a distinct honor to serve the
people of Los Angeles and my country in
Congress for more than 24 years. I am eter-
nally grateful to my constituents for their
tremendous counsel and support over those
two decades.

I leave my work in Congress with mixed
emotions. The People’s House has been home
to some of America’s greatest patriots and
talent. I have learned from them and been
fortunate to have had a chance to add my
grains of sand—as we say in Spanish—to
build a better America.

In service to my country I will always look
for the best way to make the biggest dif-
ference for our people. Working as Attorney
General on behalf of the more than 39 mil-
lion Americans in California—the sixth most
vibrant economy in the world—will give me
that chance to fight for all Americans to
share in the forward-leaning values and op-
portunities that have made California so
great.

I hereby submit my resignation from the
House of Representatives. I look forward to
working with all of my colleagues in Con-
gress in the future for the betterment of our
great nation.

Sincerely,
XAVIER BECERRA,
Member of Congress.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 24, 2017.
Re Resignation from the United States Con-
gress.
Governor JERRY BROWN,
State Capitol,
Sacramento, CA.

DEAR GOVERNOR BROWN: I write to inform
you officially that, effective January 24, 2017,
ahead of being sworn in as California’s At-
torney General, I will resign from my office
as the Representative of the 34th Congres-
sional District of California in the U.S.
House of Representatives.

It has been a distinct honor to serve the
people of Los Angeles and my country in
Congress for more than 24 years. I am eter-
nally grateful to my constituents for their
tremendous counsel and support over those
two decades.

I will do my utmost to uphold your faith in
me to serve as our great state’s next chief
law enforcement officer and legal advocate.
And while I leave Congress with mixed emo-
tions, I am ready to begin my work as Attor-
ney General. California’s hard-working fami-
lies are counting on us, and we won’t let
them down.

Sincerely,
XAVIER BECERRA.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of
rule XX, the Chair announces to the
House that, in light of the resignation
of the gentleman from California (Mr.
BECERRA), the whole number of the
House is 433.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.
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MOVE PAST POLITICAL DIVISION

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, our Nation
is clearly divided. The division was dis-
played when a group of students from
Marion High School in my district
came to Washington for the inaugura-
tion weekend.

On the way back to their hotel on
Saturday night, a group of protesters
surrounded their bus, threw projectiles
through the windows, and painted the
bus. Imagine that. A group of history
students coming 13 hours across this
great Nation and wanting to partici-
pate in the peaceful transfer of power
only to be intimidated.

Free speech is essential to our de-
mocracy. However, acts of violence and
intimidation have no place. Now is the
time for both parties to move to get
past this political division that is
going through this country.

TAKE AWAY ANTITRUST EXEMP-
TION FROM HEALTH INSURERS

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I re-
member the bad old days of health in-
surance before the Affordable Care Act.
They could refuse to sell you a policy if
you had ever been sick. They could
refuse to renew your policy if you got
sick. Oh, and they had another thing
called rescission, where they could put
a group of examiners on you and try
and take away your policy if you got
sick, and this happened numerous
times due to technicalities.

They can’t do those things anymore.

They had a cap on your benefits. If
you had a really expensive disease: Oh,
sorry, your benefits are exhausted. You
just go die now.

So those things are gone; but if they
totally repeal the Affordable Care Act,
they are likely to come roaring back.

The Republicans say competition will
take care of that. The problem is there
is no competition in the insurance in-
dustry. They are exempt from anti-
trust law. They can and they do
collude to set rates, to redline people,
to decide what States they will sell
policies in.

Therefore, today, I am introducing
the Health Insurance Fair Competition
Act. It would subject the health insur-
ance industry to the same laws that
apply to every other industry in Amer-
ica—except for professional sports are
exempt from antitrust law. This is a
commonsense solution.

If they can rely on competition, we
need competition. There wouldn’t be
any unless we take away their anti-
trust exemption.
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REPEAL MANDATES AND TAXES
OF OBAMACARE AND REFORM
TAX CODE

(Mr. GIBBS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GIBBS. Madam Speaker, this
Congress must keep our promises to
the American people. Our first respon-
sibility is to institute policies that will
grow our economy and create jobs.

For 8 years, Americans looking for
work have suffered while the regu-
latory state sucked nearly $2 trillion
out of our economy. We must rescind
these burdensome regulations and
enact a commonsense approach to reg-
ulations.

ObamaCare has failed, and it is time
to repeal or replace it with a patient-
driven plan that incorporates free mar-
ket-based principles. We have to repeal
the mandates and taxes of ObamaCare
and make sure no one falls through the
cracks.

Finally, we have to reform our Tax
Code. It is far too long and com-
plicated. We have to cut the tax rate
from a maximum of 15 to 20 percent.

These policies will jump-start the
American economy from a stagnant
growth rate to more than 4 percent
GNP growth rate. Only a vibrant econ-
omy can provide for a strong national
security and robust infrastructure ca-
pable of supporting jobs.

OPPOSE REPEAL OF THE
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Mr. LAWSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I rise to voice my strong op-
position to the current efforts to repeal
the Affordable Care Act.

Nearly 20 million Americans have
gained access to health care because of
the Affordable Care Act, including
nearly 1.5 million Floridians. Because
of the ACA, over 278,000 children in
Florida have gained healthcare cov-
erage, and 132,000 young adults in Flor-
ida have been able to remain on their
parents’ health insurance plan until
they reach age 26. Women in Florida
and across this Nation can now pur-
chase health insurance for the same
price as men because of the ACA’s ban
on gender rating.

Repealing the law could endanger the
health and welfare of hundreds of thou-
sands of Floridians and their families.
Repealing the ACA would not only
make America sick again, but it would
threaten the economic security of
every American. I will not stand by
and allow my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle to dismantle the ACA
and threaten the health and economic
security of millions of hardworking
Americans.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-14T08:51:02-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




